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Reply to Office Action of December 12, 2005 

Amendments to the Specification: 


Please replace the paragraph beginning on line 9 of page 1 8, with the paragraph below. 
No new matter is added. 


The method uses sophisticated, but fast, term 
recognition software to characterize documents by a list of 
the major, salient terms in each of the documents. When a 
search is performed, the terms in the returned documents 
can either be recognized rapidly, as described in Fig. 2, 
or these terms can be precomputed when the documents are 
indexed for retrieval and stored in the same database. Two 
documents are identical if they have all of the major terms 
identical, and very nearly identical if the number of 
different terms is less than some threshold value, such as 
10%, of the total number of terms. A first document may be 
declared to be substantially identical to, or substantially 
similar to, a second document if some predetermined number 
of terms are found in both the first document and the 
second document. For example, if the predetermined number 
is about 90% of the terms or greater, the first document is 
declared to be substantially identical to the second 
document . 
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